University of Mississippi

eGrove
Daily Mississippian (all digitized issues)

Daily Mississippian

10-20-2015

October 20, 2015
The Daily Mississippian

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/thedmonline

Recommended Citation
The Daily Mississippian, "October 20, 2015" (2015). Daily Mississippian (all digitized issues). 1222.
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/thedmonline/1222

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Daily Mississippian at eGrove. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Daily Mississippian (all digitized issues) by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For
more information, please contact egrove@olemiss.edu.

THE DAILY

MISSISSIPPIAN

Tuesday, October 20, 2015

Volume 104, No. 41

T H E S T U D E N T N E W S PA P E R O F T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F M I S S I S S I P P I S E R V I N G O L E M I S S A N D OX F O R D S I N C E 1 9 1 1

Visit theDMonline.com

@thedm_news

Board chooses preferred chancellor candidate Senate
votes on
state flag
tonight
DM STAFF REPORT

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Alan Perry, president of the Board of Trustees answers question after press conference in front of the Lyceum.

LOGAN KIRKLAND

dmeditor@gmail.com

The college board announced
Jeffrey S. Vitter as the preferred
candidate for the Chancellor of
The University of Mississippi at
the Lyceum Monday.
Vitter is currently provost and
executive vice chancellor at the
University of Kansas.
Perry said Vitter will be on
campus next Thursday, Oct. 29,
for the campus interview.
“This is not the end of the process,”Perry said. “This is our preferred candidate at this point and
we hope that he becomes your
preferred candidate.”
Perry said Vitter will have an
opportunity to meet with stu-

dents and faculty, where individuals will be able to rank the candidate. He said the college board
will decide that afternoon if Vitter
will serve as our new chancellor
depending on the rankings students and faculty give him.
Perry said Vitter will start
around early February if everything goes smoothly.
According to the Campus
Search Advisory Committee, they
received over 50 applications and
narrowed the applications down
to eight candidates. Of those eight
candidates, Vitter was selected
after an overwhelming amount of
unanimity.
“It became apparent that there
was a surprising degree of consensus and unanimity at the first
stage,” Alan Perry, president of

the Board of Trustees, said. “That
is why we bring you this announcement today.”
The college board thought continuing the process of the search
would only have delayed the result of finding a new chancellor,
Perry said.
Perry said that the reason why
the committee decided in unanimity was that Vitter represented the complete package due
to the experience he had as an
academic, an administrator and
someone who is great with people.
“He has the academic quality
that is necessary to push the university to the next level,” Perry
said.
Glen Boyce, the commissioner
for the college board, said at the

start of the interview process,
they emphasized the fact Vitter
has a strong policy in encouraging diversity.
“I wouldn’t want to put words
in Dr. Vitter’s mouth; however, I
do know that Dr. Vitter is committed to inclusion,” Boyce said.
One worry that has been addressed is that in Vitter’s resume,
he has only held his current position for a few years. Perry assured
the crowd that Ole Miss will not
be a stepping stone for Vitter, but,
rather, a destination.
Perry said the process did not
move faster because of an offer
that was awarded to Vitter by The
University of Arkansas, but by the
degree of unanimity.

SEE CHANCELLOR PAGE 7

DM Staff editorial: Take down the flag
It has always been the responsibility of the press to
stand on the side of necessary
progress.
It has never been the responsibility of the student
body, nor its senate, to uphold symbols of racism and
oppression.
The University of Mississippi’s Associated Student Body
Senate owes its allegiance to
the future of the student body,
not to the Mississippi’s mistake in retaining a flag tainted
with a symbol that champions
a repugnant past.
For these reasons, the edi-

torial staff of The Daily Mississippian stands in support
of Resolution 15-3 which
would request the removal of
the Mississippi state flag on
campus.
The editorial staff of the
Daily Mississippian believes
in a campus that serves as a
safe space for all students. We
reject the notion that symbols
that threaten the safety and
identity of any student should
fly, or that our campus can
truly claim its commitment to
loving and protecting all of its
students while the flag flies.
We will not stand beside

those who decry the evils of
political correctness while the
evils of racism and hypocrisy
substantiate the flag and degrade the valued presence and
lives of black students, present and future, who might call
this place home.
The editorial staff of the
Daily Mississippian believes
that it is time for the Associated Student Body Senate to
prove not only its relevancy
but its dedication to the continued progress and success
of the student body.

#ASBflagvote
SEE THE DM EDITORS’
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE FLAG DEBATE ON
THE UNIVERSITY OF
MISSISSIPPI’S CAMPUS
ON PAGES 2 - 6

The
Associated
Student
Body will vote on a resolution
tonight requesting the University cease flying the Mississippi state flag on campus. Voting
will occur internally within the
legislative branch, meaning
student senators will vote on
the resolution, ASB Attorney
General Loden Walker said.
The resolution was proposed
by ASB senator and president
of UM College Democrats Allen Coon and passed through
committee. Tonight, ASB will
call the resolution to the floor
and invite the public to debate
the legislation. After adequate
debate is determined by ASB
Vice President John Brahan,
a motion will be called to vote
on the resolution.
To pass, the resolution must
meet a simple majority which
comprises 50 percent of the
senate plus one vote.
“Since the votes for this resolution are strictly left up to
student senators, it is imperative that the student body
reaches out to their representative senator voicing their
concern or comment,” Walker
said.
Most senators have already
taken action by sending out
surveys to their academic
school or reaching out to their
constituents personally, Walker said.
Academic director for the
William Winter Institute for
Racial Reconciliation Jennifer Stollman said the vote
represents ASB doing its job
in discussing issues relevant
to upholding its mission: the
University creed and civil
rights responsibilities.
“It means that our students
will critically reflect on their
past and the attitudes of their
ancestors to decide what we
mean when we say, ‘We are
the University of Mississippi,’”
Stollman said.
“We have been waiting for
this debate for a long time
now,” said ASB Vice President
John Brahan. “The senators
have done a great job reaching out to their constituents,
and I am excited to hear their
opinions voiced on the senate
floor.”

#ASBflagvote
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Friday was a very eye-opening experience.
I saw students shaking in
fear. Students crying. Students screaming.
Once Friday’s rally concluded, a group of extremists
waved confederate flags in the
faces of black students, yelling “white power” and “black
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lives don’t matter.”
For some time now, black
students have explained their
fear and the amount of hate
imbued in these symbols on
our campus. These symbols
of hate came to life that day.
These people were on our
campus.
When I came back to my office to write the news coverage, I began looking at some
of the quotes I gathered and
the photos that were captured
at the counter-protest. Swastikas, tattoos of ‘KKK’ and racial slurs were in the open for
all to see and hear.
I was speechless and it was
hard to begin. My colleagues
were looking at older photos
of James Meredith when he
enrolled at the University.
It looked as if nothing had
changed. The only way the
photos could be distinguished
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The University of
Mississippi or The Daily
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was one photo was in color
and the other was in black
and white. One of the scariest moments was when we
put some photos in black and
white from Friday’s event.
Suddenly, 2015 became 1962.
It was terrifying. It was
disgusting. And I was embarrassed to be a part of The University of Mississippi.
Despite these feelings, I was
proud of my fellow students.
They took a stand. Instead of
letting these groups of hate
destroy our mission of unity, they became that mission
of unity. Students both black
and white came together to
defend each other against this
hate, removing the protestors
from this campus.
We can start moving this
University forward if we take
this flag down. ASB, it needs
to come down. Be the leaders

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

we elected you to be on this
campus. Make the University of Mississippi what it can
be. Don’t let other people intimidate you into not making
the right decision. Break the
stigma that continues to follow the South and the state of
Mississippi.
People sitting next to you in
class are scared, afraid that
racism on this campus is being revived-- myself included. But this is not 1962. Make
your colleagues feel safe on
their campus. Together we
can move forward, starting
with the removal of this flag.
Members of the Ku Klux
Klan were on our campus Friday fighting for the Mississippi state flag to stay. Are you
going to be standing on the
same side as the Ku Klu Klan
or with your fellow students?

#ASBflagvote
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I know heritage and the Mississippi flag isn’t it

CLARA TURNAGE

dmmanaging@gmail.com

A prominent defense of the
Confederate emblem in the Mississippi state flag is heritage. Many
pro-flag supporters cite their ancestors’ sacrifice as a reason to
support the symbol those soldiers
fought under. I understand that.
David Turnage moved to Mississippi from South Carolina in
1840. His four sons— Albert,
Preston, William and Fletcher—
fought in the Civil War. They

Listen to
Rebel Radio
TODAY!

BEST
of

FESTS

joined the Covington Rifles, a
part of the seventh Mississippi
infantry. Only three of them came
home.
Albert,
my
three-times
great-grandfather, bought a hundred acres of land after the war
and built a house there. Where his
house was is fewer than a 50 meters from where my home is. Six
generations later, my family raises cattle where Albert raised cotton. Before he died, Albert helped
build the Methodist church there,
too— the same church I attended
every Sunday of my young life and
the church my family still attends
today.
I know heritage. I know the
deep ties that people have to this
land and these people. But I don’t
support the Confederate symbol
as a representative of our state.
My family didn’t keep Albert’s
Confederate flag. They didn’t
hand it down from generation to
generation to symbolize the death

of his brother and sacrifices his
family made. What Albert passed
to his children and their children’s
children down to me are his beliefs.
My mother and father raised me
in the church for the same reason
Albert raised his children there:
because faith in God and love for
all people are the only two things
in this world that matter.
We don’t tell stories of he or his
children died; we remember and
emulate how they lived.
I came to the rally to remove the
Confederate flag Friday expecting
to see resistance. But when I heard
them speaking with loud, harsh
voices and saw the swastika and
the Ku Klux Klan symbols on their
arms, I wondered how it honored
their families. How would their
ancestors feel about this vulgar,
ugly hate? How did they cite the
same Bible that I do when I have
been raised to believe there is no
hatred pleasing to Him?

If this malignancy is what the
Confederate emblem represents,
it cannot represent my family. I
cannot bring anything but shame
to Albert Turnage and his family
by hating anyone. This is not my
heritage. This is not my legacy.
I love Mississippi, and I love my
home. But I hate the stigma that
surrounds it. I hate that when my
father went to pilot training, those
around him assumed he was inherently prejudiced when the reality is my father is the most loving person that I know. The flag
and all that it represents prolongs

that unfair representation of my
home and my family.
There are many reasons to take
down the flag, and I can’t cover
them all here. I can’t tell you how
I feel that it’s unfair for black citizens of Mississippi to be represented by a symbol of hate and division because I would never stop
writing.
But I can tell you that if your
heritage is hatred, it has no place
in our Mississippi.
Associated Student Body senators, don’t let this symbol be a part
of our identity any longer.
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As your friend, adopted daughter your flag doesn’t fit you anymore

MCKENNA WIERMAN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

I never really thought I’d
ever call anywhere but Texas
home.
Freshman year was a culture shock for me.
I was coming from Dallas,
the bustling metroplex I had

lived in my entire life. Suddenly, I was in a small town,
living on a beautiful campus,
yes, but surrounded by people
with whom I felt I had virtually nothing in common. I didn’t
see eye to eye with everyone
around me, and I didn’t know
what to do.
For freshman me, it was
hard to adjust— I was a brat
fresh out of a Texas prep
school living in a place with
different customs and history.
The more I learned about Ole
Miss and Oxford, the more I
understood, but it was hard
for me to adopt and accept the
ways of the Deep South.
So freshman me coped
through apathy. I don’t live
in Mississippi, I told myself; I
live in Texas. I just go to school
here, and in a few years I will

leave. This isn’t my home; it’s
just a place where I stay.So
why do I care if the flag features a Confederate symbol?
I wasn’t too comfortable
with it, but it didn’t feel like
my place to have an opinion.
I’d heard both sides of the argument and listened patiently, but it didn’t matter what
I thought anyway. It’s not my
tradition, and it’s not my history. You guys can duke this
out on your own.
But I’ve changed my mind.
During my time at Ole Miss, I
admit I’ve grown to know and
love this place. I’ve learned
your history. I’ve celebrated
your traditions, and I’ve come
to realize what it means to
brand that world famous Mississippi state pride.
At the rally last week, I
watched someone holding up

the Mississippi state flag not
to show his state pride but to
display his hate. He held up
the flag with the sole purpose
of expressing his opinion, and
his opinion was racist. He held
up that flag as an act of terror,
of defiance and of oppression.
Mississippi, your flag has
been defiled. It no longer represents your state. It’s been
stolen by the people who
refuse to let go of an outrageously hateful and prejudiced mindset that different
races are not equal. When the
KKK rolls up on campus and
claims “This is our flag. It
symbolizes our heritage,” they
have already taken that flag
from you.
Whatever it meant before is
gone; they’ve hijacked it with
their message of terror and
hate.

When I think of Mississippi
now, after living here for three
years, I think of the natural
beauty of the open sky, the
wisdom and strength of the
trees, the irresistible smell of
a home-cooked meal.
I think of the friendships
I’ve forged here and the people who saw me as an outsider
but opened themselves up to
me to share their history and
their tradition. As your friend,
your adopted daughter, Mississippi, I am here to tell you
your flag doesn’t fit you any
more.
Ole Miss, it’s time to stand
up for your state.
Don’t sit back and let hate
wave above your heads disguised as tradition. Respect
Mississippi, respect her people, and take down the flag.

COLUMN

Not one more generation of hate

ARIEL COBBERT

thedmphotos@gmail.com
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28543

As I stood in the middle of those
men drenched in Confederacy,
my hands twitched and my stomach turned. As young black girl
with blue and purple locs, it took
everything in me to not react.

“Just do your job, get the photos,” I told myself.
As I looked over the members
of The International Key Stone
Knights, I couldn’t help but notice
the vivid tattoos on their bodies. I
felt as if the tattoos were shouting
at me. “KKK,” they screamed.
I noticed I wasn’t the only one
trying not to have an emotional
breakdown, however. The daughter of one of The Knights hovered
behind her father. I could see the
fear and confusion on her face. I
could understand her fear to a
certain extent; it is was only 12
of them and at least 100 students
shouting at them.
What I find baffling is that the
very man she sought protection
from, I feared. It wasn’t my life I

28505

feared for, I feared for the future.
That little girl parents are members of The International Key
Stone Knights and the chance
that she will share the same views
as her parents is very likely. Nothing is scarier than that hate being
passed down to another generation.
One member of The Knights
shouted at the students “This is
why Mississippi should’ve kept
segregation.”
At that very moment, I could no
longer contain my silence.
As quickly as I could I moved
to side where the students were
standing. I stood in middle of the
front row between several young
black male students. I felt safe
again. I sought protection from
these young men just as the little
girl did from her father. I sought
protection from the men she
feared.
However I couldn’t stay between these young men. I made
my way through the crowd until I
was on the steps on Fulton Chapel. As I snapped photos of the
Klan and students from behind
a lady a part of the opposing side
approached me.
She felt the need to tell me that
her and her son were not members of The Knights. I still don’t
understand why she approached
me. Her support for the flag puts
her in the same category as The
Knights in my eyes.
After all the events that followed the rally Friday; I feel that
ASB has all it needs to see why
they should take the flag down. If
they keep the flag up, in my eyes,
they support The Knights.
If you support The Knights,
you don’t support African Americans or any other minority in this
country. So, ASB, take it down.

#ASBflagvote
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To the rational thinkers of Ole Miss

DREW JANSEN

thedmnews@gmail.com

My experiences with Confederate imagery are few and
impersonal.
The
most
meaningful
thoughts I can contribute to
this conversation come not
from one or two anecdotes,
but from a life as a perpetu-

al fence-sitter on all things
contentious. Whether you
want to call it empathy or an
inexplicable spite of any true
conviction, this absurd level
of devil’s advocacy sometimes
does shed meaningful light on
tricky subjects.
In this case, it leads me to
implore each side to ponder
just one little word: history.
Those seven letters arranged in that order represent
our origins as a civilization.
They document our progress
and dog-ear the pages of our
failures. They are not to be
taken lightly.
Just to further complicate
things, let’s now make this
all-important word plural.
Facts we take for granted are
often debated by historians.
Much like reporting current
events, recording history al-

lows room for bias at the most
fundamental level. Just as
newspapers of the same day
look different from one another, historians can produce
different “histories” from the
same data.
So, do not rely on politicians or advocates to read
your history for you. Give
each book filed under non-fiction the skepticism you would
The Daily Mississippian and
the fervor you would The New
York Times. Explore the different narratives of our existence and consider that they
are still being written. There
should be more to this debate
than “the flag is right” or “the
flag is wrong.”
As much as I wish it were,
this resolution is not a popularly decided matter.
Your Associated Student

Body representatives will vote
Tuesday whether to endorse
or challenge the state flag’s
place on this campus. If ASB
passes the resolution, Interim
Chancellor Morris Stocks will
have the final say. Let them
hear your voices.
But first, reflect.
Imbue your arguments with
consideration for not just history, but one another.
Respect those who disagree
with you enough to entertain
their view. Respect yourself
enough to contemplate the
consequences of your stance.

No outcome of Tuesday’s
vote, nor any number of
homework assignments, will
resolve all disagreement on
Mississippi’s state flag. But
I believe if we challenge ourselves and each other, we can
take the discussion well beyond hate and exchange more
nuanced views on how best to
handle our history. I see some
of this happening already, and
my goal in writing this column
is to stoke those flames.
Students, it’s time we take it
seriously.

COLUMN

From a Northerners’ perspective

thedmsports@gmail.com

Growing up in Milford, Connecticut, I never really experienced true Southern heritage.
I have family in Alabama
and Texas, and I visited the
two states many times to see
family when I was younger. I
was too young and naive to see
my surroundings in Southern
scenery.
I knew one thing. I wanted to live in the South. I fell

I’ve heard Mississippi natives
say the flag is a tradition and
‘It’s what I grew up with. Why
would they change it?’
It’s not just the state of Mississippi to which the stigma is
attached. It’s the University of
Mississippi. Colonel Reb is no
longer our mascot.
That was the first step in
making the university more
progressive. The next step
needs to be changing the flag.
They stars and bars have
no place being on the Mississippi state flag. If the state of
Mississippi wants to be more
progressive and get rid of the
racist stigma that surrounds
the state, the ASB should elect
to get rid of the state flag and
change it immediately.

27485

28574

DYLAN RUBINO

in love with the culture, the
people, the accents and the
weather. That’s when I knew
I wanted to attend college in
the South. So my freshman
year, I decided to attend the
University of Alabama.
I went to a fraternity rush
party my second day of college
and I saw a giant Confederate
flag painted on the basement
wall. I asked one of the brothers why they had it painted on
the wall. They scolded me and
laughed in my face.
I never felt so uncomfortable in my life.
From an outsider’s perspective, I had never seen a
Confederate flag until then. I
was appalled at the sight of it
when I went to the fraternity
party, and I wanted to leave.
Coming to Ole Miss in 2013,
I noticed the stars and bars
plastered in the upper lefthand corner of the state flag.

The Voice of Ole Miss

#ASBflagvote
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Quit being naive, yesterday’s Confederacy is not our future
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guitar’s reverberations over Appa- of oppression through slavery and
lachia, carries the strength, pride the lengths slave owners would go
and sorrow that pulses through to preserve institution and keep
the blood of the first ones who their slaves devoid of basic human
spoke the word “Mississippi” and rights.
Now, the Confederate symbol
the ones who say it now, perhaps
without ever having heard visceral represents these old ideals. Mempulse of the Mississippi River— bers of white supremacist groups
carry it to publicly display their
the oldest song of the South.
The hospitality, which every angst with any sort of progression,
southerner claims to have but can including the progression that
easily lose without the last two, took place years ago, when slavery
is hidden beneath the dark cloak was abolished.
Dylan Roof, a self-proclaimed
of what once divided those who
would one day stand together in white supremacist, posed with the
a coalition against slavery, against Confederate flag in photos before
segregation and, finally, against he walked into a church and killed
9 black American citizens.
generations of racism.
The Confederate flag is, at its
Hospitality is hidden beneath
the flag we all stand under but not core, a symbol for hate.
As a life-long southerner, I will
necessarily for.
In 2001, Mississippi voters never stand for or beneath hate.
chose to leave the state flag— and Neither will my family or my
the Confederate battle cross in friends. To the Mississippi lawthe corner— intact. However, this makers: it’s time to stand above
vote does not resonate with the hate. Take the flag down, respect
feelings many Mississippians and those who had a hand in creating
southerners hold today. The Con- the southern traditions we all honfederate
symbol
represents
years
or 1and revisit today.
Novice
Sudoku
Puzzles, Volume
1, Book
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Respect black Mississippi

Sudoku #6
6 9 4 7 8 1
8 7 3 5 6 2
5 2 1 3 9 4
1 4 8 6 7 9
3 5 9 1 2 8
7 6 2 4 3 5
4 8 7 9 1 6
2 3 5 8 4 7
1 6 2 5 3
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doesn’t require the University
of Mississippi to fly it.
I commend what the University has done over my time
here regarding race. I believe
over the past five years Ole
Miss has made an effort to be
extremely progressive on racial relations.
Hopefully, by taking the
flag down, this great university could start to initiate
change. Hopefully, by taking
the flag down, we can send
the message that we’re not
still fighting a war the South
thankfully lost over 150 years
ago. Hopefully, the mindset
of many Mississippians can
change. Hopefully we can be
a small part in changing the
course of Mississippi’s future.
Hopefully.

6 8 4
9 7 1
5 2 3
2 1 9
7 5 8
3 4 6
4 9 5
8 6 7
1 3 2

I’m not black. I will never
understand the emotions that
the Confederate flag brings
up for those that are. I will
never understand the hatred
that African Americans associate with that flag. I have no

ed as if they weren’t people. I
can’t pretend that I care about
the good parts of the Confederacy when it was one of the
darkest ages of our country’s
past. I just can’t.
I don’t want to have to explain to my children what the
Confederacy was and then
explain why it’s represented
in the state flag. I don’t want
them to be conflicted about
their state flag. I want them
to live in a state that tried to
move past their issues. I want
them to live in a state that understands its past and makes
every effort to distance itself
from it.
So, take the flag down. Take
it down immediately. Take
it down yesterday. I understand it is the state flag. That

Sudoku #8
2 5 9 3 1 7
3 4 6 5 8 2
8 1 7 6 9 4
5 3 4 8 7 6
9 6 1 4 2 3
7 2 8 9 5 1
1 7 3 2 6 8
4 9 2 1 3 5
8 5 7 4 9

cgbriste@go.olemiss.edu

tage and pretend that African
Americans have to be okay
with it. Sure, the Confederacy was part of Mississippi’s
history. Sure, by that aspect
alone, it is part of our “heritage,” but under no circumstance does that mean we
have to embrace it. One of the
main arguments I’ve seen to
keep the flag is this: “But not
everything about the Confederacy was not bad. Why can’t
we embrace our history and
let that symbolize the good in
the Confederacy?“
I’m sorry, but I don’t care. I
don’t care about the supposed
“good things” that happened.
I can’t care about someone
having a simpler life or the
South’s prosperity when African Americans were treat-
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vitriolic history with the Confederate imagery displayed in
the flag. My ancestors weren’t
owned. A war wasn’t fought in
part to ensure my ancestors
would continue to be owned.
What I do understand is
this: I am in no position to
tell African Americans how to
feel regarding that flag. I have
no authority to tell them that
they shouldn’t be offended by
it. I have no right to tell African Americans that the flag
“doesn’t represent hate.”
I can’t say that it doesn’t
bother me that the flag is offensive to African Americans.
It does bother me. It bothers
me a lot.
Quit being naïve. Quit pretending that we can classify
the Confederacy as our heri-

news

Fire outbreak sparks burn ban concern

continued from page 1
“We are in a competitive world
and we assume that, if we are
looking at the top candidates, other people are looking at them at
the same time,” Perry said.
Alex Borst, a junior international studies major, attended the announcement to learn more about
the new candidate being presented for the chancellor position.
Borst was heavily involved with
the #istandwithdan campaign last
year, which advocated for transparency and answers from the
college board.
Upon seeing the press release
Monday, Borst said it felt a lot like
the day when the student body
was blindsided with the news of
previous chancellor Dan Jones.
“I immediately became critical,”
Borst said. “I feel like there still
isn’t trust between us and IHL.”
Borst said he had a few concerns
based on his previous background.
He said seeing Vitter moving jobs
frequently throws up a red flag,
and his strong STEM background
could deter advancements in a lot
of the social and arts departments.
“I’m going to be weary of that,”
Borst said. “It’s a different animal.”
One of the largest concerns
Borst had with the announcement
today was on the topic of diversity. He said the board continued to
emphasize Vitter’s business and
academic background when the
focus needed to be on how the
new candidate will be able bring
unity to a university that has a
checkered past.
“Why don’t you try to sell us on
diversity? Why is that not something you want to sell him on?”
Borst said. “The fact that they
didn’t push that made me really
uncomfortable. They seemed to be
very decisive in their language.”
Borst encouraged students to
ask Vitter the hard questions, but
to be hospitable and not to treat
him as an enemy.
“We will be waiting for your
participation,” Perry said. “We
will be waiting to hear what you
have to say.”

ALICE MCKELVEY

thedmnews@gmail.com

A fire broke out near a home
Friday afternoon in Lafayette
County at the intersection of
Old Taylor Road and County
Road 323.
Officials are unsure how the
blaze began, but were able to
localize the start of the fire
to the woods very close to the
home.
According
to
Raleigh
Sprouse, training officer for the
Lafayette County fire station,
it was the fourth fire put out in
Lafayette County Friday.
“We used numerous amounts
of water,” said Sprouse.
“They had numerous homes
in danger but there was no major damage to home…Mainly we
had a lot of people on the scene,
a good turnout of people and a
good turnout of equipment and
we worked really fast.”
Many firefighters had to
leave the scene of another fire
on County Road 418 (commonly known as Fudgetown Road)
to help put out the flames on
Old Taylor.
Sprouse says Friday was a
very busy day for the station
after the multiple fires ravaged
through the county, with every
available worker working on
scene.
“It stretched us to the limit as far as man power goes,”
Sprouse said.
The station received the call
at 3:59 p.m. and acted fast,
having the majority of the fire
under control shortly after arriving on scene.
The station utilized five fire
engines and three squad trucks
to put out the flames on Old
Taylor, while 18 fire personnel
including the chief helped on
the scene to put out possible
flare-ups.
Local law enforcement officers were present to direct traffic away from the flames on the
small two-lane county road.
Neighbors could be seen hos-
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201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503
APARTMENT FOR RENT

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/D included. No pets. 1
Year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000

A Lafayette county fireman responds to the fire Friday.
ing down their yards with their
garden hoses in an attempt
to save their own yards and
homes from wandering ashes
that could have set more fires.
Lafayette County is not currently under a burn ban, but
Mississippi Forestry Commission officer Tymple Turner believes the county may be headed in that direction.
“Lafayette County right now
is not officially under ban, but
Monroe, Marshall and Union
were all added today (Oct. 19)
and I know Lafayette County is
having a supervisor’s meeting
today sometime so I feel like
it’s coming but it’s not yet official,” Turner said.
Officials are asking residents
not to burn anything for the
safety of homes and individuals during this drought. Turner said you don’t even have to
have an open flame for a fire to
break out; you just need a small
spark and the right conditions.
“One of the fires in Lafayette
County on Fudgetown Road
was started from somebody
sharpening a blade on a piece
of equipment,” Turner said. “So
even just a simple little spark
can start a fire and it can get
out of hand really quickly with
this wind and as dry as it is.”
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TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bedroom
1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. Single
student occupancy only. Available January. $450 month. (662)832-0117

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

MISCELLANEOUS
JO’S COSTUMES: 4500 ADULT RENTAL COSTUMES. Open 10-4. 2526 East
University. (662)234-8826. Like us on
Facebook.

FREE MISC.
BE SOCIAL On Twitter: @roundtable_
ox and Instagram: theoxfordroundtable.
Like our Facebook and friend us on
Snapchat: roundtable_oxd

28538

CHANCELLOR

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

20 OCTOBER 2015 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | PAGE 7

PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 20 OCTOBER 2015 | SPORTS

sports

Rebels look to rebound against ranked Texas A&M
CODY THOMASON

csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

Ole Miss suffered its second straight loss on Saturday,
losing to the Memphis Tigers
34-27 and bringing the Rebels
overall record to 5-2. The Rebels are now ranked 24th in the
AP poll.
“A disappointing Saturday
for sure on a lot of fronts. Our
staff hurts for the Ole Miss
family. I understand when you
love a place and want to give
a great joy through the job
you’re assigned, it is difficult.
It’s disappointing. It’s testing
at times,” head coach Hugh
Freeze said. “We’ll show great
resolve and leadership and
move forward. We’ll shut out
the negativity and remain true
to our core values.”
After upsetting 2nd ranked
Alabama, the Rebels haven’t
looked like the same team,
struggling against Vanderbilt
and dropping games to Florida and Memphis in which they
were favored.
“I’m optimistic and confident that our young men are
going to play with great passion for those last 300 minutes that we have and prepare
daily for those. It starts with
Texas A&M, a very talented
team with extremely good athletes on both sides of the ball,”
Freeze said. “Kevin (Sumlin)
has done a really nice job
there, and their defense is
playing at a much higher level.
They are going to be a really
good test for us. It’s nice that
we have them at home. I know
our people will be excited to
get a night game here.”
After struggling the past two
years under former defensive
coordinator Mark Snyder,
this year the defense has been
much improved thanks to new
defensive coordinator John
Chavis. Chavis will be familiar
with the Rebels offense as he
held the same position at LSU
for six seasons before joining
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Breeland Speaks speaks on his experince filling for Robert Nkemdiche.
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Coach Hugh Freeze speaks on performance and how they will prepare for Texas A&M. Terry Caldwell, LB speaks on the team’s performance on Saturday at presser Monday.
the Texas A&M staff.
Rebel’s unexpected struggles You have to keep on with the on former cornerback Tee
“Coach John Chavis has have been injuries. With sev- players you have.”
Sheppard, who recently left
been in this game a long time eral starters already missing
The team has also had some the team but had some social
and he has good schemes. He significant playing time, even trouble with tackling recent- media posts showing him bekeeps you off balance. Then more are questionable after ly, missing 30 tackles against ing frustrated with the coachyou add that to the fact that the loss to Memphis.
Memphis.
ing staff. Freeze weighed in on
they have very talented guys,
“In the last three weeks, we the issue.
“Robert Nkemdiche will go
it makes for a good defense,” through concussion protocol, have laid off the indo (individ“I love Tee Sheppard. He acFreeze said. “Texas A&M as will Trae Elston and Will ual practices) trying to rest our tually called me yesterday and
played very good ball last Sat- Gleeson. Robert Conyers is legs in this 10 game stretch,” we had a good conversation,”
urday. They are a very solid unfortunately done for the Freeze said. “Looks like we Freeze said. “I know exactly
defense and they have been year with an ACL tear,” Freeze need to go back to extending what was told to him, and I
all year. Their players are cer- said. “We have several others practice a little bit and having know how much I tried to get
tainly part of it and so is Coach that will be day-to-day. That is the indo time to tackle.”
him to stay and work through
Chavis.”
Another
buzzing
topic any issues. I’ll leave it at that.
an issue that we seem to have
One of many factors for the our fair share with this year. around the team is centered He is a good kid.”

